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" back and breast of steel" which Oxenstierna had recom- 1653 mended on his behalf to Whitelocke. But the failure of the Little Parliament had wrought a certain change of mind. Some of his dreams had gone for ever. Saints were no doubt sure of their portion in the next world, but they were often a feeble and uncomfortable folk in the present one. For him the ebb had already begun, and he was thinking more of earthly prudence than of heavenly imaginings. He had to face that bitterest of human experiences, the narrowing of wide horizons. Harrison he dismissed from his command; his colleagues now must be the woiidly-wisemcn, Lambert and the like, whom he neither loved nor trusted. If England was to be saved he must walk narrower and humbler roads. In Mr Gardiner's words, cc his work of striking down the opponents of Puritanism had for the most part come to an end. His work of striking down those who exaggerated Puritanism was now beginning."1 The visionary and the practical man in him had been at strife, and the latter had triumphed, but the triumph left an uneasy conscience behind it. From this date Oliver is more deeply immersed in material things; he is aware that his spiritual life is stunted, and now and then there comes from him a sharp cry of regret.

He accepted Lambert's scheme at once, for there was no alternative. A written constitution was prepared, the " Instrument of Government/'2 which placed the legislative power in a parliament elected on a new franchise and with a sweeping redistribution of seats, a plan borrowed from the old " Agreement of the People." Such a parliament was to meet once in three years and to sit for not less than five months. The executive power was vested in a Lord Protector3 and a Council, the members of which were to be appointed for life. Any bill passed by parliament was to be delayed for

1  Cromwell's Place in History, 85.
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3  Drummond of Hawthorndon, writing in 1639, forecast the very title: " Baring these miseries, of which tho troublers of the State shall make their profit, tnere will arise presently one who will make himself Protector, etc." Works (1711), vii.